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Child welfare and its legacy of pain 


By Linda Dumont 


When Richard Cardinal hanged himself 
after being shunted from foster home to foster 
home, he made headlines, and his action was 
a wake-up call that something in the child 
welfare system wasn’t working. A child is 
who is apprehended is supposed to be placed 
in foster care for his or her own protection 
and wellbeing, not driven to such despair that 
he takes his own life. 

I have spoken to a social worker who has 
worked with child welfare and who, for fear 
of never working in his field again refuses to 
expose his identity, and he said child welfare 
“destroys the family.” And it is only one 
branch of an entire welfare system that undermines family values and the 
role of the parent in the life of the child. The whole system is stacked aginst 
the poor, against single parents, against the family. 

A class action lawsuit (page 5) by persons injured while under the care 
of child welfare appears to be long overdue. In my work in various capacities 
in the inner city over the past 15 years, I’ve heard too many stories, some 
told with anger, some with tears, and some dispassionately. So many of the 
people who wind up homeless on the streets have been shunted through 
numerous foster homes. 

In one California study on the effects of aprehension and placeent in 
foster care, researchers discovered that children raised with their own parents, 
even where there was abuse and neglect, overall fared better in the long run 
than those who were removed. It was believed that this is due to the fact that 
even incapable and/or abusive parens have a bond with their chilren that is 
not present with the foster paernt. In foster care, the child knows these people 
aren’t his or her parents, and is often being raised along with natural offspring 
who are treated differently. 

Lawyer April Kellet, who has worked with many child welfare cases, 
said children who are seized from their homes later suffer separation anxiety 
and live in fear. To the child, apprehension is literally being kidnapped by 
strangers. Ofien those strangers appear after the child is in bed and drive the 
child to some strangers home, leaving behind a parent in tears. 

Where are these kidnapped children taken?? Is it to a saf,e loving, nuturing 
home? In many cases, yes, but far too often the child is farmed out instead to 
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parents whose main interest is in making money at home, or in power, or in 
having cheap labour or sexual gratification. 


A five-year-old Aboriginal child swinging on a swing, set was seized and 
brutally raped by her white foster father. Over the next seven years, she 
became his “sex slave”, was locked in a dark root cellar often for a week or 
more at a time, allowed out only to be sexually abused. She survived by 
eating the fruit. When she treid to talk to the teachers at school, her foster 
father said she was a ‘lying squaw’. They believed him for he was a repectable 
white man. At the age of 12 she ran away. She was taken in by a family 
where her foster mother taught her the art of prostitution. At 16 she was 
charged with second degree murder for shooting her abusive pimp, and served 
eight years in prison. Back on the street, she succumbed to the slow suicide 
of alcoholism and was dead at 40. 


He’s a chronic alcoholic today. As a four-year-old, he was placed in the 
Beaupre home, with a French speaking couple, who spoke no English to the 
children, who spoke no French. Mr. and Mrs. George Beaupre kept their 
foster children locked in the basement except for mealtimes, and locked in a 
kennel in the back yard in the summer. The children were allowed upstairs 
only when the child welfare worker came. When one of the little boys wet 
his bed, he was hosed down with a cold water hose, and the others were 
warned that this would happen to them, too, if they wet their beds. 

These foster parents were people that were being paid by the government 
to care for these children, who were apprehended from parents who were 
called “unfit”. Unfit, maybe, but money hungry monsters? Probably not. 


Unfortunately, foster care by its very nature, is always second best for the 
children. More support is needed to keep the family together. Instead of 
paying a foster family, the same money could probably go a long way to 
help parents living in poverty to better provide for their own children, and to 
provide support workers to come into the home. 

It is time for the welfare of the child to be placed first, and for child welfare 
to stop taking a punitive attitude towards natural parents who are poor or 
who have problems. Otherwise, child welfare is fostering the next generation 
of homeless street people, a population whose medical bills alone are 
staggering. Lowered welfare rates, forcing mothers of preschool children to 
work and the government’s other short-sighted ways to cut costs may be 
cheaper in the short run, but will prove far costlier in the long haul. 


News from the non-profit sector 


By Cec Garfin 


Correction Re: April 04 Column “ Poverty- In Action “ (PI.A.) is presently being 
dissolved, as well, “Partners Against Poverty”, is not a replacement group, but a new 
group which should be in operation within the next 1-2 months. 


“Changing Together” : A Center for Immigration Women. Saturday May 29%, 04 will 
be celebrated its ‘ 20th anniversary with Dinner, Dance, and Silent Auction at the Santa 
Maria Gorti Center which is located at 11050 90" Street. 


The Edmonton Society Against Mind Abuse: ( E.S.A.M.A. ) will be holding the 1* 

International AFF ( American Family Foundation.) Conference in Canada on June 11- 

12", 2004 at the University of Alberta Conference Center. Presenters and attendees from 

Europe, Australia, Mexico, U.S.A. and Canada will be present. 

For more details, call: 780- 452 1830 or Check the websites. : www.cultinfobook.com on 
, Conferences. 


From the Hydrogen Committee - we now have a committee linking Solar Energy to 
the production of hydrogen as fuel. To join the committee, please contact Alan Blanes 
at 428-6947 or alanblanes@lycos.com. 
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Alberta Justice - does Kyle Young’s death matter 


By Natasha Laurence 


There were three loud bangs, the last one loud 
enough to shake the walls, then yelling - “oh 
my god” and “call 911” and somehow, in there, 
Young accidently fell to his death down the 
elevator shaft. 


April 22, 2004 - This morning CBC radio did a brief piece about 
Kyle Young. It’s three months today since Young died, and, apparently, the 
EPS just recently completed their investigation into his death. You'll be re- 
lieved to know they’ ve handed their findings over to the Crown Prosecutor. 
The Crown Prosecutor, in a process that may take months, will go over the 
file and decide if charges need to be laid. That’s all anyone official is saying. 
Wait and see. 

As part of the CBC report, Kyle’s mother was interviewed by phone. No 
one from the EPS had contacted her, so she was surprised to hear from the 
reporter that their investigation was complete. But she wondered what they 
found out and when someone was going to tell her. 

Her sixteen-year-old son, if you recall, died, wearing handcuffs and shack- 
les, suspended from a structural bracket in a courthouse elevator shaft. Wit- 
ness reports at the time said that shortly before his death, frustrated and an- 
gry courthouse guards were shoving him into the wall as they escorted him 
from a holding cell to the elevator. There were three loud bangs, the last one 
loud enough to shake the walls, then yelling - “oh my god” and “call 911” 
and somehow in there, Young accidentally fell to his death down the eleva- 
tor shaft. 

That’s as much as his mother knows. After the EPS came to tell her that 
her son was dead and that they would be investigating that death, they have 
offered her no further information. 


Does this matter? 
Kyle was a young offender after all — a troubled teen. He said “fuck”. 


And he smoked pot. He was charged with possession of a dangerous weapon. 
He was so troublesome that only a week before his death he had to be sub- 
dued with a taser. They wouldn’t taser a kid for nothing, would they? | 
mean, this was one troubled kid. They don’t shackle people unless they’re 
actually dangerous, do they? And he was yelling. For food. Where did he 
think he was, the Hilton? He wanted food. He wanted “fuckin’ food.” What 
are you going to do with a kid like that? Is it any wonder he accidentally 
walked into an open elevator shaft while accompanied by courthouse gaurds? 

Just let the EPS investigate. Let them do their jobs. Trust the process. 

Did I hear the EPS say, just after Kyle’s death, that they could find no 
damage to the elevator doors? Did I hear them say that? Wasn’t that just 
shortly after the head of the elevator company said they’d found the doors 
with extensive damage? Wasn’t that just shortly after the Emergency Re- 
sponse supervisor said they had to secure the elevator door so it wouldn’t fall 
on the rescue workers below? 

Why didn’t the EPS investigators find any damage to the doors? 
Couldn’t the Emergency Response supervisor or the elevator maintenance 
people have pointed it out to them? 

Does it matter? 

Did I hear CBC tell me this morning that all eight elevator doors in 
that section of the building have been replaced. Why? Who knows? 

So, Kyle died three months ago. Some believe, like the man I was talking 
to in the coffee shop the other day, that it was an accident, it was too bad, 
maybe he was struggling with the guards...and he fell...the elevator wasn't 
there. It’s too bad, you know...a kid... but kids these days....well, you know. 

And some, like me, and from what I understand from CBC, Kyle’s mother, 
believe Kyle was assaulted. He was shoved too many times, too forcefully 
into the elevator doors causing them to buckle behind him. Before the guards 
knew what was happening, he fell to his death. 

What’s the truth? Will we ever know? 

And as I was asking earlier, does it matter? 


The use of tasers by Edmonton City Police 


By Linda Dumont 


The stories are out there, a lot of stories. Even if I take the attitude that 
there may have been provocation, there may have been other extenuating 
factors, there may have been a reason for the officer to feel threatened enough 
to have to resort to the use a taser for his own protection, I still can’t find 
enough just cause to excuse what appears to be a rampant over-use of the 
stun device. Placed in the hands of an insecure officer who feels the need to 
prove his authority, or in the hands of an officer hardened by too much crime, 
it becomes a dangerous weapon of assault. 

In my work at the mission, serving soup to the public, I have seen the 
round red burn marks on a young man’s chest - more than half a dozen, and, 
as a professional myself, I cannot imagine any scenario where such an over- 
use would be necessary or warrented. Besides, the police manual gives strict 
guidelines for taser use. 

In many lines of work we are faced with people who may react vio- 
lently or in a dangerous manner, and we are required, in order to keep our 
employment, to take strict non-violent crisis intervention training. I’ve taken 
the courses myself. I wonder, isn’t the EPS offering a professional service? 
Why then such blatantly unprofessional use of violence in restraining or de- 
taining persons. 

Following is a story sent to me by a woman who was tasered in April 
2004. Out of fear of retaliation, she was afraid to reveal her name. She said 
she was “traumatized” by the assault. 

She is one of many. Because of this, Robert Lee, Barrister and Solicitor, 
is considering a class action lawsuit for persons who have been tasered. 

J.S. is a professional female who was recently involved in the follow- 
ing incident, written in her own words in second person: 


By JS. 


“On or about April 13 2004, J. S called the Edmonton Police due to a 
confrontation between her daughter and an ex-husband who was assaulting 
the girl at the time. This upset J.S. and she called the police for protection 
and to file a charge against the ex-husband, who was also inebriated at the 
time. When the police came to the residence at the site of the altercation, J.S. 
was waiting for them to take the ex-husband to jail. 

Prior to any proper and or effective investigative action by the police, 
(there wag a lack of proper protocol and or exchange of information by the 
police with J.S. and or anyone else involved in the incident), suddenly, and 
without reason and /or provocation, the police officer handcuffed J.S. and 
took her aside. The police then tasered her, again without reason. This caused 
her great emotional and physical suffering. 

The ex-husband was the person causing the problems and the police 
knew that. They also knew of his long history of altercations with the 
police. 

This also created a sense of distress in the daughter who was already 
suffering socio-economic distress of her own, and feeling unsafe in society 
in general. This “rabid” treatment by police without provation caused 
further distress and distrust in the law enforcement personnel in the eye of 
the daughter. 

Once again this case cites another reason why Edmonton Police are 
getting out of control and why a separate and totally independent police 
ombudsman needs to be obtained for not only Edmonton Police but for the 
police in all of Canada.” 
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“Ballistic Missile Defence” insane and dangerous 


Jim Gurnett 


Canadians are being urged to sign a letter to 
Prime Minister Paul Martin demanding Canada 
not become involved in the development of a new 
US missile system that would undermine decades 
of Canadian efforts to rid the world of nuclear 
weapons. 

The letter has already been signed by thousands 
of people, including Senator Doug Roche of Ed- 
monton, Bryan Adams, Sarah McLachlan, Bruce 
Cockburn, Raffi, Pierre Berton, David Suzuki, 
Lloyd Axworthy, Stompin’ Tom Connors, Robert 
Bateman and leaders of many churches. 

The letter is available at www.ceasefire.ca for 
all Canadians to sign. Anyone without access to 
the Internet can contact Lucero Mariani at 492- 
6904 or drop in at Edmonton Mennonite Centre 
for Newcomers (101- 10010-107A Avenue) to ob- 
tain a paper copy. 

The United States is aggressively promoting 





PETER GOLDRING 


Member of Parliament 
Edmonton Centre-East 





Discriminatory High Taxation Rates 


for Low Income Renters 

The inequities of a discriminatory higher tax 
assessment on multiple-unit rental housing, in contrast 
to multi-unit condo housing, is unfair. Edmonton apart- 
ment rental property owners are facing an estimated 
20% property tax increase, while apartment condo own- 
ers will only be paying an estimated 2.9% increase. 

One predictable outcome of this inequity is that 
higher tax rates cause higher rents and this leads to 
shutting down more modest rental apartments, as pri- 
:vate landlords give up trying to compete in the tax-free 
subsidized social rental market and convert the rental 
units into condo apartments for resale. The only new 
lower cost rental housing being constructed today are 
‘high-end units by the social sector, with large taxpayer 
grants of $50,000 - $80,000 per unit plus subsidy oper- 
ating grants and tax-free status. 

It is a social inequity of the gravest form when 
those fortunate enough to have a down-payment for a 
home will actually pay less annual property tax for their 
purchased condo apartment than the struggling renters 
of similar units in the private apartment building next 
door. This is neither right nor fair, as other cities have 
concluded. For example, in Calgary, the tax rates on 
this inequity were corrected by Calgary City Council in 
-1998. 





This inequitable tax increase affects everyone, 
-since decreases in our stock of affordable rental hous- 
ing translates into increases in the demands for emer- 
gency shelter space and for very expensive social hous- 
ing. It’s important to remember that most of our grow- 
ing emergency shelter usage is due to a shortage of 
affordable independent living housing. “Higher taxes 
-for the poor” policy serves society very poorly. Taxing 
low-income rental property at rates higher than those 
charged to high income owned property should be 
against equality provisions of the Charter of Rights and 
Freedoms. What is your view? 


——E aaa 


903-3969 wvw7.petergoldring.ca 








the program they call “Ballistic Missile Defence”. 


They say its purpose is to have special interceptor 


missiles that will shoot down missiles launched by 
an enemy against the USA. 

Why is BMD insane? 

Imagine two CFL quarterbacks each standing on 
his own 25-yard line. One throws a ball and then 
the other throws his ball to try to hit the first ball. 
How likely he will succeed? Next imagine two army 
sharpshooters a kilometre apart. One fires his rifle 
and the other then fires his and tries to hit the bullet 
that has just been fired. How likely the second bul- 
let will hit the first? 











...the U.S. will use the missiles as 
offensive weapons. The United States 
continues to hold a first-strike policy 

called “counterforce. 

















Now imagine the planet Earth and a state launch- 
ing a missile against somewhere in the United States. 
The computers (yes, the same technology that 
screws up for you with simple little tasks) have to 
figure out how to launch one of the BMD missiles 
so it will strike that first missile before it explodes 
and wipes out a city. 

Complicate it a bit more by realizing that the 
BMD system would not be able to deal with the 
cruise missiles that are the most likely vehicle to be 
used for such an attack anyway. Hmmm. That’s 
about how likely it is that BMD could work. What 
sane intelligent person would have much confidence 
in such a “defence”? 

Politicians like to call BMD a “shield” but this 
is deceptive language. We see the image of a large 
metal plate protecting a small human body from a 
small arrow or sword. To compare BMD to a shield 
you’d have to see in your imagination warriors from 
ancient times trying to protect themselves in com- 
bat holding up a dime for a shield. 

Why is BMC dangerous? 

It is far more likely that all the talk of defence is 
a distraction did that the US would use the missiles 
as offensive weapons. The United States continues 
to hold a first-strike policy called “counterforce”. 
They maintain they could and would launch a pre- 
emptive attack on a state they felt posed a danger, 
even though the state had not yet done anything. 
The development of the BMD system would fit right 
into this policy and make nuclear war more likely 
in the world. 

According to Mel Hurtig, the well-known Ed- 
monton writer and founder of the Council of Cana- 
dians, Canada is moving towards getting involved 
in this ridiculous project. “Canadians are being lied 
to about US plans and our plans to join the initia- 
tive,” Hurtig said recently. “The effect of this will 
make us a colony of the US in foreign policy.” Hurtig 
is worried Canadian involvement would make us a 
more likely target as well. 





Hurtig mocks the claim BMD will make us 
safer, saying the dangers from terrorists will not be 
affected by BMD at all. “Anyone wanting to smug- 
gle nuclear material into North America just needs 
to hide it in a shipment of drugs and it will get 
through fine, they don’t need to bother with mis- 
siles,” he charges. 

Canada has already moved over recent years far 
from its past record of being a major supporter of 
peacekeeping through the United Nations to sim- 
ply being a sidekick of US actions around the world. 
No longer do many Canadian troops go on mis- 
sions directed by the United Nations. We just rush 
off to back up the US (usually through NATO) when 
it decides to interfere somewhere. Active involve- 
ment in BMD will identify us even more solidly 
with the US to the rest of the world. 

Alberta Premier Ralph Klein has gone even fur- 
ther than any official position of the federal gov- 
ernment in extending a welcome for Alberta to be 
home to the initiative. 

The cost of developing the system is currently 
in the range of US$10 billion a year and increas- 
ing. Many who oppose BMD point out this money 
could provide safe water, decent housing and good 
education for every suffering person on Earth. 

A visit to the website of the initiative 
(www.spacecom.af.mil/usspace) is instructive— 
and chilling. Over and over the word “dominate” 
occurs. The motto on the opening page proclaims 
“Space— The Warfighter’s Edge” and the com- 
mander of the project declares “Space superiority 
is essential”. ° 

Speaking out against BMD Bruce Miller, min- 
ister of Robertson-Wesley United Church, suggests 
people should listen to Jesus instead of US gener- 
als. Jesus declared “They who live by the sword 
shall die by the sword.” Miller says what the trou- 
bled world needs is not more missiles, but a move- 
ment of compassion and peace. 


NEED MONEY? 
Sign up to be a vendor 
Sell Edmonton Street 
News 


For papers, call 
Distributor Cec Garfin 
at 690-7995 
or Linda Dumont 
at 428-0805 


Papers can be picked up 
at 9312-109 Avenue. 
Call first. 





I began my work in the 

area of helping children and 
sexual abuse victims through 
my work with the government 
prosecuting criminal charges. 
I learned that victims of 
crime, children in particular, 
and sexual abuse victims had 
very little representation. 
From this stating point, I 
began to help victims of 
. crime, in particular sexual 
abuse and abuse victims who 
were children to seek 
compensation for their 
injuries. 

I began representing my 
clients and suing for damages, 
and was hired by more and 
more clients. There seemed to 
be a trend developing. Many 
of my clients had been injured 
while in the care of child 
welfare. As I represented my 
clients, I realized that all I 
could do was help them get 
compensation for injuries 
they had already suffered. I 
began to try to help children 
who were still within the child 
‘welfare system. I am still 
doing so, but find that the 
system makes this extremely 
difficult. 

As I represented my clients 


in lawsuits, I started to notice 
a pattern. I noticed that the 
child welfare policy manual 
indicated that the child 
welfare workers were 
supposed to hire lawyers to 
protect the legal interests of 
children in care. However, | 
also noticed that children in 
care who were 
injured were never 
given a lawyer by 
child welfare to sue 
for compensation for 
their injuries. 

I my lawsuits, I 
then asked child 
welfare to pay legal 
fees for my clients. However, 
child welfare always refused. 
Around the same time the 
children’s advocate wrote his 
2000/2001 report saying that 
child welfare was in a conflict 
of interest and would not sue 
itself for children in care. I 
also read a report form 1994 
from the children’s advocate 
recommending that child 
welfare set up a compensation 
scheme for children that were 
injured while in care of the 
government. 

From these experiences and 
information I decided it was 





necessary to bring this issue 
before the courts. I believe that 
it is necessary for the court to 
be able to protect the legal 
rights of children. I also 
became aware that there was 
a new legislation being 
planned to introduce class 
actions to Alberta. I contacted 





The stories the victims tell are horrible. 
Many of them suffered years of sexual 
abuse, virtually becoming sex toys of 
perverted adults. 
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Class-action lawsuit against child welfare 


By Robert P. Lee, Barrister and Solicitor 


than as many individual 
lawsuits. Because the cost of 
individual lawsuits is so high, 
because victims of childhood 
abuse generally do not have 
any financial ability to proceed 
with lawsuits, and because of 
the great strain on court time 
and resources, we believe it 
would be most 
appropriate to 
proceed as a 
class action. 

If and when 
the lawsuit is 
certified, the 
judge hearing 








Mr. Docken Q.C., who was a 
lawyer in Calgary with a great 
deal of experience in dealing 
with class actions. Together 
we formulated a plan to file a 
class-action lawsuit on behalf 
of children who had been 
injured and who had their legal 
rights violated by child 
welfare. 

The class action will have 
to be approved by a judge 
before it can proceed. The 
most important thing we have 
to prove is that it will be 
beneficial to proceed in the 
form of a class action rather 


No more Welfare, Social assistance 
or Supports for Independence — 


Now it’s Alberta Works! 


By Linda Dumont 


As of May 2004, Albertans will no longer receive Supports for Independence (welfare) or 
Assured Income for the Severely Handicapped (AISH). Instead they will be receiving monthly 
benefits from the new Income Support Program under Alberta Works. Employment and 
Training Services, Income Support and Health Benefits and Child Support Services will also 


be under AlbertaWorks. 


This means some changes to persons already receiving benefits. Benefits received depend 
upon “you and your family’s ability to work”. Each person will be placed in one of two 
groups: Expected to Work or Not Expected to Work. The Not Expected to Work are the persons 
covered by AISH in the old program. 

The main change is for those persons who were unable to work in the short term because 
of temporary illness or another responsibility approved by the worker. Now, those persons 
will be placed in the Expected to Work category, and are expected to plan for their future and 
to look for work when their situation changes. 

Under the Supports for Independence program, these persons received “medical welfare”. 
Under the new program, benefits to single persons will be cut down, but benefits to childless 


couples or to people who have children will be increased by 


$50 per month. 


Another change is for children turning 18. Now, instead of the child being cut off on his or 
her 18" birthday, the family will continue to receive assistance for the 18 or 19-year-old 


child who is still in school. 


ELE ST Se 


the case will set 
out some rules to insure that 
every person who should be in 
the class-action is given notice 
and given the opportunity to 
join the lawsuit 
If anyone wishes to join the 
class-action lawsuit or to get 
more information, contact the 
office of Robert P. Lee, 
barrister and solicitor at 
(780) 438-3972 or fax 436- 
gis 
Our goal in launching this 
class action lawsuit is to obtain 
CLONED, Calls: ant 1.0 enay 
acknowledgement, and justice 
for the innocent children who 





pee: 
iti contintabn ew 


“Hippy” is a traveller, htich-hiking across 
Canada. He said he doesn’t even have to 
panhandle - there is eou 


were abused and injured 
under the responsibility of 
child welfare. Our second 
goal, which may be as 
important as the first, is to try 
to bring to light the problems 
that exist within the child 
welfare system so those 
problems can be repaired and 
no other innocent and 
vulnerable child in Alberta 
suffers from the sexual or 
physical abuse that was 
suffered by the victims in the 
class action. 

The stories the victims tell 
are horrible. Many of them 
suffered years of sexual 
abuse, virtually becoming sex 
toys of perverted adults. 
Many of them reported their 
views to the authorities or had 
friends or family members 
that reported, but the 
authorities frequently did 
nothing or not enough to 
protect the children. 

We hope to help every 
single person that was injured 
as a vulnerable child. We 
hope to try to make their lives 
more tolerable and to bring 
hope and happiness into their 
lives. 





ma 






h free food. 
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Speech by Angela Vitale 


“Our second station is about “Listening to 
Understand” - something Jesus did very well. 
We are standing here with a view of both the 
Remand Centre and the Police Station - two 
institutions which are very closely intercon- 
nected. The National Council of Welfare, in a 
1995 report concluded that, and I quote, “Legal 
Aid plans do a very poor job of meeting the 
needs of low-income people.” Thousands of 
low-income Canadians are imprisoned routinely 
because they are unable to pay fines. Many poor 
young people cannot get legal representation for 
minor offences and end up with criminal records 
that bar them from jobs and thus condemn them 
to a lifetime of poverty. 

For the same criminal behaviour, the poor are 
more likely to be arrested; if arrested, they are 
more likely to be charged; if charged, more 
likely to be convicted; if convicted, more likely 
to be sentenced to prison; if sentenced, more 
likely to be given longer prison terms than 
members of the middle and upper classes. 

The conclusion of those who have studied our 
criminal justice system is that it discriminates 
against the poor and harms as many people as it 
helps. Instead of developing effective ways of 
dealing with conflicts within our families, our 
school and our communities, we dump all our 
disadvantaged social misfits into the criminal 





justice system, where they are repeatedly ware- 
housed and then thrown back into the street. 
Instead of dealing wisely with our near-universal 
tendency of adolescents (especially boys) to 
commit minor criminal offences, we arrest 
thousands of low-income young men and lock 
them up with experienced criminals who give 
them advanced lessons in crime. The Canadian 
criminal justice system is not only unjust but an 
abysmal failure that pushes young people into 
crime instead of helping them to stay out of it. 

Police services are the most important element 
of the criminal justice system. The police are the 
most crucial component of the system because 
they are the gatekeepers, the ones whose deci- 
sions to arrest and to lay charges draw people 
into the criminal justice process. When police 
decisions are biased in ways that bring too many 
low-income people before the courts, it is inevi- 
table that those who are tried and convicted and 
sentenced are disporportionately poor. 

Police actions are also the most vulnerable to 
bias. This is because police decisions are made 
most quickly and are least public, and because 
police officers have enormous discretion in 
determining who gets stopped, who gets ar- 
rested, who gets detained and who gets charged. 
Is there something wrong with police officers 
exercising such enormous discretion? Most of us 
would say no and would agree that police offic- 
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The cross is carried from 
_ the first station at the 

_ China Gate at 107A 

_ Avenue and 97 Street to 
the second station of the 
cross overlooking the 
Remand Centre and the 
Police Station. At the 
Second Station, Angela 
Vitale from St. Theresa’s 
Social Justice ministry 
spoke on the subject of 
“Listening to Under- 
stand”. 


ers should use discretion and common sense in 
their duties. Our justice system would probably 
collapse if tickets were issued to everyone who 
drove a few kilometres above the speed limit 
and if charges were laid against all teenagers 
who were caught trying to shoplift. The prob- 
lem is not police discretion in itself, but the use 
of discretion in a manner which discriminates 
against some groups, particularly the poor. 


The theme of this station, “Listen to Under- 
stand” means that we must defend freedom of 
expression and cultural diversity, giving prefer- 
ence always to dialogue and listening without 
engaging in fanaticism, defamation and the 
rejection of others. 

Do we, as ordinary people or as people 
working in the justice system, listen to the 
stories and struggles of those who are arrested 
and imprisoned? Do we seek to bring justice for 
all or do we give preferential treatment to those 
who can afford it? 

Jesus came to listen to, to be with and to 
comfort all people - both the rich and, in par- 
ticular, the poor and downtrodden.” 


= 


Information and facts taken from: Justice and 
the Poor, A National Council of Welfare Publi- 
cation, Canada, Spring 2000 


= 2 a 





__# 


Photo By Sara Campos-Silvius 
About 1,000 people marched on the 24" annual Way of the 
Cross on Good Friday, April 9. The theme for this year’s 
walk was Cultivating Just Peace. Instead of 12 stations as 
in past years, this year there were only six stations: the 
China Gate at 97 Street and 107 A Avenue, Mary Burlie 
Park overlooking the Remand Centre and the police sta- 
tion, Canada Place, the Women’s Emergency Accommoda- 
tion Centre, the junkyard next to the Bissell Centre and 
the Boyle McCauley Health Unit. The prayer walk began 
and ended at Sacred Heart School. 


A SSE 
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Canadian mining giant profits by abuse 


By Jim Gurnett 


Life is pretty good for most Canadians— 
relatively little war, plague, famine or absolute 
poverty. The catch is that there’s a direct link be- 
tween how good things are for us and how miser- 
able they are for many other human beings on the 
planet. 

The rosy myth of capitalism - that things 
can just keep getting better for everyone if we leave 
the free market to do what it wants - must be at- 
tacked with persistence and determination. A just 
world takes hard work. We need to be asking tough 
questions of those who claim to be bringing us the 
good life. 

The April shareholders meeting of Inco 
Nickel Company is a reminder of this. Inco is an 
old Canadian company and many Canadians, em- 
ployees and shareholders, enjoy a good life thanks 
to the company’s profitable work. It’s famous gi- 
ant Sudbury nickel is one of the Canadian land- 
marks we came to recognize as children in Social 
Studies classes. 

The problem is that Inco profits sometimes 
come by abusing people and the environment. At 
the shareholders meeting people from Canadian 
communities and around the world tried to make 
sure the other side of the coin was presented, along- 
side the company’s cheery annual report. 

What’s the problem? Here is a quick intro- 
duction to some of the issues, researched by Envi- 
ronmental Defence Canada and Mining Watch 
Canada: 

According to data filed with the Canadian 
government in 2003, Inco is the worst mining pol- 
luter in Canada. Inco’s Sudbury, Ontario, smoke- 
stacks have been noted as the top contributor to 
acid rain in North America. Environmental groups 
are demanding Inco reduce its sulphur dioxide 
emissions. Sudbury residents have raised many 
concerns about the polluted soil, water and air 
caused by Inco operations. 


Inco’s Port Colborne, Ontario, refinery re- 
leased about 16 million kilograms of what is now 
believed to be primarily nickel oxide, an established 
human carcinogen, from 1918 to 1984. The soil on 
properties has been found to contain nickel levels 
up to 55 times higher than government guidelines 
for human health. Recent testing by Inco has re- 
vealed that air inside some homes has nickel con- 
centrations more than 290 times above government 
standards. Inco is the subject of government orders 
to clean up contaminated properties. Port Colborne 
residents cannot sell their properties, and they suf- 
fer poor health, which they attribute to the pollu- 
tion. 


Inco’s nickel mine and smelters in Indonesia 
have degraded the air, water and soil in the area of 
their operations. Inco employees play golf where 
the Karonsi’e Dongi indigenous community’s 
fruit tree plantations once stood. This community 
has never been compensated for the loss of their 
land and livelihood. The Indonesian military 
police force has been posted at the Inco site to 
‘secure’ the operations, which essentially means 
silencing any dissent linked to PT Inco. 47% of 
Inco’s work area lies in protected forest. Inco is 
part of an international mining lobbying group 
that is pressuring the government of Indonesia to 
reverse its forestry legislation that bans open-pit 
mining in protected forests. 


Inco’s Goro Nickel Project on the small 
South Pacific Island of New Caledonia has 
alarmed residents and biodiversity experts con- 
cerned about unique terrestrial and marine ecosys- 
tems. Mine waste will flow into coral lagoons. 
The people of New Caledonia recently launched a 
campaign to have their coral reef system, larger 
than Australia’s Great Barrier Reef, added to the 


UNESCO World Heritage list. The indigenous 
Kanak Rheebu Nuu Committee is demanding 
that Inco properly consult with them in terms of 
the environmental assessment process. Environ- 
mentalists who have spoken against the project 
have been terrorized and their lives threatened. 


In 1965, the Guatemalan government 
granted Inco’s Exmibal project a 40-year mining 
concession, renewable for an additional 20 
years. Exmibal’s exploration led to widespread 
protests among Guatemalans opposed to what 
they felt to be the government’s sale of non- 
renewable resources for political gain. Academ- 
ics investigating the contract between Inco and 
the government were murdered in the 1970s. 
Widespread repression linked to the Exmibal 
project is well documented by groups such as 
Amnesty International. The Exmibal project shut 
down in 1983 but in December 2003, Inco 
reached an agreement to sell the Exmibal con- 
cession and properties to Skye Resources, Inc., 
heightening concerns that the local indigenous 
communities will experience further environ- 
mental and social damage. Local communities 
oppose any reactivation of mining or renewal of 
the soon-to-expire Inco concession. 


FOR MORE INFORMATION, contact: Jennifer 
Foulds (Environmental Defence Canada) 416- 
323-9521, x232 or (647) 280-9521 (cell), or- 
Catherine Coumans (Mining Watch Canada), 
(613) 569-3439 or (613)-795-5710 (cell). 

Visit www.IncoWatch.ca and www.jatam.org for 
more information on Inco’s 

activities in Canada and around the world. 
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Home sweet home is 
an old Volvo 


By Linda Dumont 

It’s just an old Volvo parked at the back of a used car lot five blocks 
from the Old Strathcona Farmers’ Market, but for Diane Wood and Chris 
Robillard it’s home. The couple slept in that car all winter, keeping warm 
on the coldest nights by using seven sleeping bags. 

“We like sleeping in the car because we have our privacy. We’ve been 
together for a year now, and we feel more comfortable sleeping together in 
the car,” said Wood. In shelters, if they are lucky, they could get mats placed 
side by side, but usually would have to go their separate ways. 

Robillard and Wood pick bottles and panhandle for money for food, and 
make use of coupons, like the ones for two meals for the price of one, that 
they find in the bins where they look for bottles. 

“With the coupons, it costs $4.26 for breakfast at A&W. We use the cou- 
pons to get cheap food, mostly at A&W and Macdonald’s, and sometimes 
we use roll up the rim and go to Tim Horton’s.” 

She said they heat up their food using the microwave in a convenience 
store. 

Wood is hopeful that they will someday have a ‘real’ home. She said a 
teacher from the University of Alberta told them about a suite they can rent, 
but there are a lot of barricades such as the damage deposit and lack of 
references from a former landlord. Having an address is important, because 
without one Robillard and Wood can’t get Albera Works supports for inde- 
pendence (welfare). 


Diane Wood and Chris Robillard 
at work outside the Old 
Strathcona Farmers’ market 

on a Saturday morning. 























The author of this letter to Alberta Minister of Human Resources 
and Development Clint Dunford likes to share his views with the 
honourable ladies and gentlemen of the Alberta Cabinet. This is 
one of his correspondences. Watch for further samples in future 
issues of ESN 


Dear Clint, 

Thanks so much for all your thoughtful effort in developing the won- 
derful new “Alberta Works” program. When I read about all the ways it is 
going to make it possible for me to improve my quality of life I can hardly 
believe I’ve been able to get by without it up to now. It’s so refreshing 
when a politician develops a nice new policy and program full of great 
rhetoric rather than actually helping needy folks in a simple useful way. 

I was excited back in 1993 when one of your predecessors was good 
enough to reduce the blame money I was getting on welfare. Before then 
welfare would send me so much I didn’t know what to do with it all. | was 
forced to waste it, sometimes even ordering in a pizza or taking my kids to 
a first-run movie. Darn it, that money was just trapping me as a pathetic 
leech on the public purse and destroying any desire to show any personal 
responsibility. 

Fortunately the cuts in 93 were some help. In fact, with rents going up 
and all the school fees they started charging for everything under the sun 
and getting to live in a leaky old house so my heating bills were out of 
sight, I was even tempted once or twice to think about getting a job— at 
least until I figured out I’d be no better off earning minimum wage and I’d 
miss those great educational daytime TV programs like Antiques Roadshow, 
World of Golf and General Hospital. 

You and your pals in cabinet have done a good solid job since then, 
managing to keep welfare rates pretty much right where you cut them to in 
93. I suspect you were often tempted to say, “We’ve had a lot of years of 
inflation. Maybe we should just increase those rates for that, like we have 


A letter of thanks(?) to Clint Dunford 








with our own salaries.” But you managed to resist the temptation and leave 
us where we were, so that every year our dollars would buy a little less at 
the grocery store. You wisely figured it made way more sense to lower 
taxes for people earning $100,000 a year than to touch my welfare rates. 
After all how many of us at the bottom even vote? And if we do, what’s the 
odds we vote for the Tories?? 

Your clever launch of the low-income review just when everyone who 
has money was leaving for summer vacation was a commendable effort to 
try to get a report that would justify keeping the rates low. But when a 
bunch of mush-hearted people still managed to respond to it and insist higher 
welfare rates were the top priority and when the report was ridiculous enough 
to say that, you showed your strength and managed to ignore and evade the 
recommendations for the past two years. 

And so here we are now, Clint. You’ve been able to spend hundreds of 
thousands of dollars, heck, maybe even millions, to pay all sorts of bureau- 
crats and experts to write new legislation, create new programs, and gener- 
ate awesome political bullshit, all of which wonderfully ignores the reality 
there are human beings who are never going to be able to get and keep 
adequate jobs but who are as deserving of a decent life where their basic 
needs, and maybe even a few extras, are available for them as anyone else. 

You are doing a great service teaching well off people to keep on feel- 
ing like some people are better than others and that the measure of who is 
best is who can make enough money to look after himself. Keep on talking 
about welfare as a hand out so most Albertans can look down on us bums 
with contempt. Keep on talking as if there’s just nothing that defines a 
successful life as much as a good paying job and that anyone who doesn’t 
have one must either be lazy or a crook. 

And whatever you do, don’t let anyone try to raise those rates. You’ll 
spoil us rotten. Thanks again. 

With appreciation 
Ted White 
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News from the street airs in Venzuela 


By: J.P. Leary - Z Magazine 


High above the broad ay- 
enues and glass skyscrapers 
of the Venezuelan capital, 
Petare rests on a knife’s edge. 
A shantytown—recently re- 
named the United Republic 
of Petare by its 1,500 or so 
residents—Petare lies on one 
of the hills overlooking east 
Caracas. The house-sized 
scars along the steep, 
unpaved road are grim re- 
minders of the mudslides that 
every year claim uncounted 
lives: uncounted because un- 
til recently in Venezuela, few 
people have ever seen any 
reason to count the people 
that live in these neighbour- 
hoods. 

The barrio television net- 
work Catia TVe is filming a 
segment in Petare. (Catia is 
one of Caracas’s oldest and 
largest ghettos, and “Ve” is 
the third-person conjugation 


of the Spanish verb “to see”; 
the station’s punning name 
therefore translates as “Catia 
sees you.”). 

The crew uses one mi- 
crophone and two digital 
camcorders to interview resi- 


the conventional format of 
television news is a bulky mi- 
crophone emblazoned with 
the station’s logo. 

This episode will be 
called “Cayapa in the Com- 
munity”— cayapa roughly 





——————— 





“We have a lot of hope for the government, and we 
need [building] materials more than anything. But 
the people will do it. Everything is possible. Eve- 


rything has a solution.’ 


’ Barrios, a local leader 





— 





dents, children, and activists 
from the neighbourhood as- 
sembly. No Catia TVe per- 
sonality ever appears 
onscreen in this segment. In 
fact, there are no Catia TVe 
“personalities” in the tradi- 
tion of the suit-jacketed, hair- 
gelled evening-news corre- 
spondent. Its only gesture to 


means any kind of collective 
work and it reflects one of the 
station’s main operating prin- 
ciples. Catia TVe’s young en- 
gineer, Gabriel Gil—recently 
expelled from Venezuela’s 
biggest university for leading 
student strikes against tuition 
increases—repeats its slogan, 
“Don’t watch television, 


make television. The idea is 
that the communities make 
television and they commu- 
nicate with themselves this 
way, through the 
neighborhood broadcaster. 
It’s not one person speaking 
to everybody else, like in the 
commercial news, or the 
product of one leader who 
puts out a single line for 
every issue,” as in party-af- 
filiated press. 

In this and other editions of 
Catia TVe, there are no slick 
graphic cues, no superficial 
conclusions. Interviewers 
repeatedly ask the kind of 
questions that do not antici- 
pate specific answers: What 
is the biggest problem here? 
Do you have clean water? 
What do you do when it 
rains? How many of your 
children attend school? 
What are your dreams? 


Everything Is Possible 
Edgar Barrios, a local as- 
sembly leader, ushered the 
TV crew around the area. He 
smiled and announced on 
camera, “I think my 
neighborhood is beautiful, 
lovely, impeccable, and 
above all, organized.” Since 
they are officially catego- 
rized as temporary “inva- 
sions” of public land, few of 
Caracas’s slum areas receive 
any city services, so water 
and electricity are illegally 
pilfered from the metropoli- 
tan grid. In spite of these 
problems, Barrios said, “We 
have a lot of hope for the gov- 
ernment, and we need [build- 
ing] materials more than any- 
thing. But the people will do 
it. Everything is possible. 
Everything has a solution.” 


“In the commercial media, [the poor] are invisible, they don’t exist. And when they do exist, 
they are portrayed as the mob, the horde, ‘the blacks.’ 


Social transformation through real “reality show” 


“Until now television has only taught us to think about the lottery, horse races, 
and beauty queens.” 


The program on the 
Petare shantytown, “Cayapa 
in the Community,” aired on 
the national government 
channel’s weekly “Things 
My People Say” program. 
For one Saturday morning, 
Petare found its way into liv- 
ing rooms throughout the im- 
mense territory of the 
Bolivarian Republic of Ven- 
ezuela. 

For José Gomez, a Catia 
TVe cameraperson in his 
mid-20s, this is an unprec- 
edented phenomenon: “In the 
commercial media,” he says, 
“[the poor] are invisible, they 
don’t exist. And when they 
do exist, they are portrayed 
as the mob, the horde, ‘the 
blacks.’ What has happened 
in Venezuela for the past 40 
years is that the poor commu- 
nities have been nothing 
more than an object of the 


news media.” 

At one of Catia TVe’s 
weekly open meetings, 
where community residents 
are encouraged to contribute 
new program ideas, a mid- 
dle-aged man from Catia 
proposed a show profiling 
the professionals, doctors, 
and lawyers in_ his 
neighborhood, to counteract 
the mainstream image of 
criminality and idleness. 

In rejecting his pro- 
posal, Eekhout politely told 
him, “the camera cannot 
solve your problems.” Catia 
TVe insists that the commu- 
nity media be a product of 
the community being de- 
picted—and that the news- 
caster’s video camera has no 
authority of its own, inde- 
pendent of its operator. 

Catia TVe journalism, is 
not just an exercise in mak- 


ing better images, in showing 
the “good side” of the barrio, 
but in what one ECPAI mem- 
ber called “social transforma- 
tion. 

“Until now, Marquez 
says, “Television has only 
taught us to think about the lot- 
tery, horse races, and beauty 
queens.” The broadcasts are, in 
effect, an instrument for con- 
sciousness-raising, to enact the 
“cultural transformation” that 
he believes is necessary for po- 
litical changes to take hold. 

In July 2003, Catia TVe’s 
broadcast equipment was 
seized during a police raid on 
its transmission station, located 
in a public hospital near 
Manicomio. The raid, ordered 
by the anti-Chavez mayor of 
Caracas, Alfredo Pefia, was 
widely condemned as illegal 
censorship abroad and even in 


some Venezuelan papers, 
which considered the move 
hypocritical at a time when 
the opposition was loudly 
campaigning against the 
government’s Law of Social 
Responsibility. 

Almost immediately, 
the NGO, Reporters Without 
Borders, condemned Pefia’s 
actions. However, José 
Miguel Vivanco, the Peru- 
vian director of the Human 
Rights Watch Americas di- 
vision, who had issued a 
strong criticism of the Law 
of Social Responsibility 
days earlier, failed to make 
a statement until after Pefia 
had rescinded his order over 
a week later. 

Referring to a Peruvian 
television station recently 
shut by its government, 
Ultimas Noticias columnist 


Eleazar Diaz Rangel wryly 
remarked, “We hope that 
Vivanco takes a position 
against the closing of 
Panamericana TV by the To- 
ledo government before it 
reopens.” 

A phrase uttered con- 
stantly by almost everyone at 
Catia TVe, “tomar la 
palabra,” is difficult to trans- 
late: it literally means “take 
the word,” but it can only be 
rendered in English meta- 
phorically, as in “take the 
floor.” 

The distinction is signifi- 
cant. Marquez sees the con- 
tinuing threats against the sta- 
tion this way: “Catia TVe 
strives to ‘give the floor’ to 
all those who. never had the 
opportunity to take the floor. 
And this bothers some peo- 
ple a lot.” 


























Kemembering Our Voice 


By Natasha Laurence 


Right from the beginning me working in 
Our Voice Distribution was Edith Bunker suddenly 
appearing in NYPD Blue. I couldn’t lose my moth- 
erly ways just because I wasn’t at home much any 
more. 

“Do you have your mitts? You should do up that 
jacket. OK, here’s a dollar...all right two, don’t 
spend it allin one place.....are you eating prop- 
erly? Did you get enough sleep? Did you get any 
sleep? Where are you sleeping now, anyway? 
Oh, my, my...1 see... 

Maybe you should take it easy on that 
drinking for awhile. 

OK, heres a dollar...all right, two... You 
sold how many papers? No kidding, great job! You 
want how many more? You have no money left? 
Ah, I see...OK just this once...do you need a bag? 

...and then what happened? No, I mean 
after the accident/illness/abuse but before the 

fourth time you were homeless/in jail/in the hos- 
pital? Oh my, my goodness, no kidding, no 
kidding.....really.... 

Who hit you? Are you sure? Did you swear 
at them? Oh my...Do you want me to call some- 
one? 

Well... do you have your mitts? You should 
do up that jacket... 

I spent a lot of time crying in those days. 
Then I toughened up. 


That’s not true, actually. Then, I quit Dis- 
tribution. 

It was all about Joe, in the end. For some 
reason I will never understand, Joe got to me. 
Maybe it was because I’d been warned about him 
—the renegade vendor: wily as a coyote, stubborn 
as a mule, and slippery as a snake. I got a tel- 
ephone call, shortly after I’d started - a report of a 
“Joe” sighting. He was out there, and, now, thanks 
to the caller, I knew where, selling under the in- 
fluence while under suspension for selling under 
~ the influence. 

It was my job, apparently, to stop him. 
What? I’m supposed to drive down there and 
catch him in the act? Will he be angry? Will he 
harm me? After I take his badge, then what do I 
do? 

How about next time, next time for sure, 
when someone calls I'll be right on it. I'll nab 
him once and for all, really I will. 

A few days later, when Joe came into the 
office to sort out his suspension troubles, I was so 


SOUPLINE BOB 





relieved I believe I never quite got over it. It was 
like expecting Charles Manson and meeting Mr. 
Rogers down on his luck. 

Or maybe Joe got to me because I’d never 
met anyone so quietly dedicated to two seemingly 
incompatible goals: the destruction of his physi- 
cal self and the preservation of his self-respect. He 
was as dedicated to his addiction as he was to be- 
ing the best damn vendor in existence. 

Unfortunately, for all of us, one of the three 
main rules for vendors is: I will not sell under the 
influence of drugs or alcohol. This rule was cre- 
ated in the early history of the paper to put a stop 
to drunken vendors harassing the public and giv- 
ing the paper a bad name. Given that a number of 
people who live on the street are addicted to one 
thing or another, it was one of the most difficult 
rules to enforce. 

I always liked to approach it from a “spirit 
of the law” angle, meaning: whatever you do, don’t 
harass the public! Be respectful at all times! 
PLEASE GOD, DO NOT HARASS THE PUB- 
LIC! According to my reading of the spirit of the 
law, Joe was no where near a problem. My read- 
ing, unfortunately, was up for interpretation.To 
complicate matters, Joe rarely told the truth about 
his activities unless he was absolutely sure it wasn’t 
going to lead to any negative consequences. This 
drove some people so crazy they couldn’t talk to 
him without yelling. 

In my estimation, Joe’s lies were, on the 
‘Lies I Have Encountered in My Lifetime’ scale - 
with one being the whitest and ten being the 
blackest, somewhere between 0 and | — almost 
harmless to everyone but Joe himself. 

However, there are many possible percep- 
tions and opinions and the great challenge is to 
find a livable balance. With Joe there didn’t seem 
to be one. Some in the community were dedicated 
to the letter of the no-selling-under-the-influence 
law and Joe was dedicated to selling the paper in 
spite of it. A battle was inevitable. 

As luck would have it, it was a battle fought 
mostly underground. Joe was suspended. I, as Dis- 
tribution Coordinator, was not to sell him any pa- 
pers. But then Joe was seen vending on the 
southside; then he was seen vending on the 
northside. All this was in spite of a more recently 
minted rule: “Any vendor caught selling papers 
to a suspended vendor - will in like manner be sus- 
pended”. : 

Obviously, there was a leak somewhere, a 
gaping hole in the walls of Our Voice security. 

When I was caught red-handed selling pa- 
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pers to Joe right in the Distribution office, I knew 
my time was up. The critical moment is frozen in 
my memory — the office door opening, the Man- 
aging Editor sticking his head in just in time to 
see the unmistakable hand-off, the silence de- 
scending upon the room, the words echoing: 
“Laurence, can I see you in my office?”, and the 
door closing again. 

Selling papers to Joe was complete insub- 
ordination. But, in the end, I had to fire myself 
because no one else had the heart to do it. 

At Joe’s funeral, two months later, several 
vendors, during their eulogies, admitted to sell- 
ing papers to Joe themselves. Maybe it was the 
feeling of sanctuary the church gave them or 
maybe it was the thought that Joe was somewhere, 
just out of sight, listening, I’m not sure. But what- 
ever it was, the service brought out a rebellion of 
honesty, admissions of friendship and loyalty and, 
created, fora moment anyway, a very strong sense 
of community. Joe’s Our Voice obituary, written 
by Linda, was perfectly titled A vendor for life — 
remembering Joe. 


Eventually I was re-hired as the Our Voice 
Community Editor - in charge of the content of 
the paper and then as Managing Editor. Every step 
took me farther away from actual people. There 
were too many responsibilities, things to be done, 
thoughts to think, calls to make, deadlines, dead- 
lines, deadlines. It got so I would wince every time 
I saw someone approaching my office. I never had 
time to talk anymore. And talking had been one 
of my favorite things. 

Our Voice was, as the name implies, a very 
talkative project. We were always discussing the 
mandate, the community, and the politics, philoso- 
phies and personalities that shaped who we were 
and where we were going. It was all about life 
and how life should be lived; how we were not 
only going to live it that way, we were going to 
somehow convince everyone else to live it that 
way with us; how we were going to change the 
world at every level with our thoughts in action. 

It was exciting. It was exhilarating. It was 
an incredibly idealistic dream. 

And in the end, it appears we couldn’t even 
completely convince ourselves. 

I wonder about this a lot these days. It’s 
the why? Why? Why? Why couldn’t the dream 
come true? Why do things fall apart? Why can’t 
the center hold? I could go on, but I'll spare you - 
the more questions I ask the more obvious it be- 
comes I don’t have many answers. 


Joe Bates was one of the ‘original” vendors in 
Edmonton, who started out selling the Vancouver 
Spare Change in 1993. Number 43, Joe was always 
very proud of selling papers since as cancr survi- 
vor he was too sick to find employment. 

As a vendor at the Strathcona Farmers’ Market, he 


was respected by the market vendors. He was 
always ready to lend a helping hand unloading 
their wares, and always there to buy coffee for 
other vendors. Most of the complaints against him 
were filed by Our Voice vendors who were jealous 


of his location. Linda Dumont 


Old Wood Furniture 
Repaired, Restored, Renewed 


For Sale @ Great Value Free Pickup of donated wood furniture 


Showroom Open 10:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. Thursday, Friday and Saturday 
9535-Jasper Avenue 


A historical adventure for persons with good hand skills 
Phone 465-5080 or visit us at 
North Country Furniture and Crafts at 9535-Jasper Avenue 





By Linda Dumont 


Children get a taste of the arts through 


j es —, | Artstart, a program that offers children from seven 
f Rem 4D. — | | 2 to 12 years of age the opportunity to develop their 
i Se anes | fl) VW talents in choral, dance, art and playing a musical 

\ | yp oye 


instrument. The program is run by Edmonton City 
Centre Church Corporation out of Alex Taylor 
School on Saturday mornings and Monday 
. evenings. The cost to sign up is scaled to income 
- $100 per year for a child from a low-income 
family or $200 per year for a child from.a more 
© affluent family. The fees may be paid through a F 
monthly payment plan. — 
For the first year in the program, children — 
take all four components. In subsequent years, 
they can take just the components they prefer. 
In the art component, they explore different art 
media. In choral, they participate in concerts of — 
world folk music, Broadway and musical theatre 
and contemporary art music. 

The dance component introduces the 
children to creative movement, ballet and jazz. 
For the instrumental portion, they learn to play 
the violin or the viola with instruction by the 
Suzuki method. 

To learn more about Artstart or to enroll 
_ your child, call Jacqueline at 424-7543. 









